Stowford Parish Council

Minute No 743 of Ordinary meeting held on 14t July 2026

These minutes are provisional until they are signed by the chair at the next meeting of the parish council

Present:- Cllrs Chick (Chair), Law (vice chair), Alexander, Jackson, Leroy & Lorna St Louis, Terry
Chris Edmonds (WDBC(C), Peter van Delft (clerk)
Meeting opened 7.32pm

1. The chair welcomed all those present

Apologies — none, all present

3. Members of the public open forum — Seven members present. A parishioner informed that dog
walkers weren’t allowed to freely walk their dogs in the church graveyard. The parish has a
recreation ground that has limited use and is administered by the Recreation Ground Trust. The
parishioner requested that dog owners could also benefit from the land on the basis of shared use.
The purpose of raising this issue is to voice a reasonable request and hear the views of members of
the community. Continuing, the parishioner suggested that the R.G. was for the benefit of the
children of Stowford. It was suggested that a contribution could be made for the shared use of R.G
by the dog walkers. The parishioner also enquired if the request could be itemised for the next
council meeting. The chair informed that Cllr Leroy St Louis was the elected representative of the
council on the board of trustees for the R.G. ClIr Leroy St Louis confirmed that he would raise the
request once the council had considered all the matters raised at the next meeting. One
parishioner thought that a shared use was not a viable option.

4. Dispensations & declarations of interest - none

5. Minutes of previous meeting 742 were signed as a true and accurate record of that meeting.
Motion proposed ClIr Leroy St Louis, seconded ClIr Terry, motion carried.

6. Finance -

6.1 Payments were approved for Peter van Delft — clerk salary (June/July) £332.30, HMRC — PAYE
for clerk £38.20, Information Commissioners Office (annual fee) £47.00, motion proposed Clir
Lorna St Louis, ClIr Jackson, motion carried.

6.2 Update bank details — R.F.O. informed that the account needed updating with new clerk email
account and a deposit card was now required to deposit cash payments. It was resolved that
the R.F.O. is permitted full access to make changes when required. Motion proposed Clir
Alexander, seconded ClIr Terry, motion carried.

6.3 DALC new payroll service - R.F.O. informed that the existing payroll service was Caroline Harris
Bookkeeping, it was resolved to remain with the current provider since it was a local business
and still provided value for money for the council.

6.4 R.F.O. reported a combined current credit balance of £4,432.52 after authorised payments.
Motion proposed Clir Alexander, seconded ClIr Leroy St Louis, motion carried.

7. Clir Edmonds of WDBC reported that WDBC would be bringing the waste management contract
back in-house. Changes in the Local Government Review was due to be published shortly.

8. ClIr Reports. ClIr Jackson reported that a hedge was in need of maintenance, overgrowth was now
giving highway safety concerns. Cllr Law enquired if a width restriction sign was at the junction
entering the lane to Townleigh just off the A30, the chair informed that there is a sign but it is not
visible until you had entered that lane. ClIr Chick informed that she received one quote for £800 for
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a notice board but would arrange for a couple more quotes for the repair/replacement
noticeboards, ClIr Leroy St Louis to assist. Cllr Law suggested that an additional suitable sized
noticeboard for council use only could be located somewhere near the hall, this would then give
more room for non-council notices in the existing noticeboard. ClIr Leroy St Louis informed that he
had been approached to enquire if the council would manage a ‘Film Club’. There was no interest
from councillors to manage a film club.

9. Changes/amendments to councillor notifications of interests — no changes required

10. Table Tennis — promotion and organisation. Cllr Law informed that dates had been set for August
and September, the editor of Newslink has been informed.

11. Parish Questionnaire draft questions — A motion to approve the draft questionnaire was raised by
Clir Chick, seconded Clir Leroy St Louis, motion carried. Discussion took place on the production of
the questionnaire including envelopes and printing. Distribution will be undertaken by council
members. Costs to be advised.

12. Repair & maintenance of bus shelters — Shelters were in need of lvy removal, and painting.

13. Parish Tree warden — The clerk informed that Mr Wilkinson had agreed to help the council for a
further year.

14. Correspondence — The clerk informed that he had received an email from Clir Leroy St Louis
informing that he had correspondence from a parishioner that there was a suspected data breach.
The clerk had written to the parishioner requesting further information and details of the
suspected data breach, however since writing to the parishioner on 18" May 2026, the clerk has
not received a response.

Meeting closed 8.57pm

Date, time, place of next meeting is on 15t September, 7.30pm at Stowford Parish Hall.
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